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Shortages in supplies force 
Denver-area hospitals to 
restrict who is tested. »2a 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Social distancing is creating 
demand from state suppliers 
for online marijuana sales. »sa 


RTD ridership takes massive 
hit, but transit authority not 
planning service cuts. »2a 


Classes closed until April 17 


Polis suspends state’s 
schools, prohibits 
gatherings over 10 


By Elizabeth Hernandez 
The Denver Post 


Gov. Jared Polis ordered a four- 
week closure of all public and pri- 
vate schools across Colorado on 
Wednesday, escalating the state’s 
fight to limit the spread of the new 
coronavirus through close con- 
tact. 


The governor’s executive order 
suspends all in-person learning 
from Monday through April 17, 
and directs Colorado school and 
charter districts to make every ef- 
fort to provide alternative learn- 
ing opportunities while taking 
their communities’ needs into ac- 
count. 

Polis also adopted guidelines 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and pro- 
hibited gatherings of 10 or more 
people, including sporting events, 
concerts, parades, fairs, church 
gatherings and more. 


“We are acting boldly and swift- 
ly together to protect the health 
and safety of all Coloradans,” Po- 
lis said in a statement. “The sci- 
ence and data tells us this will get 
worse before it gets better. We are 
in this together and the state is 
taking the necessary actions to 
slow the spread of this disease.” 

Polis’ order also directs the 
commissioner of education to is- 
sue guidance supporting school 
systems as they help families ac- 
cess alternative learning, accord- 
ing to a state news release. 

“Protecting the health of all Col- 


oradans is our top priority, and 
moving to online learning and oth- 
er ways to support learning at 
home is absolutely the right thing 
to do,” Education Commissioner 
Katy Anthes said. “We know 
school leaders, educators and fam- 
ilies will have a lot of questions 
about how to support their stu- 
dents’ learning at home during this 
unprecedented time.” 

Polis already has ordered the 
closure of the state’s downhill ski 
resorts as well as bars, gyms, the- 
aters and casinos, and limited res- 
taurants to only serving takeout 


and delivery orders. Coloradans 
have been urged to avoid crowds 
and, when possible, stay home. 
The governors order on 
Wednesday also extended the clo- 
sure of ski areas through April 6. 
At a Wednesday morning news 
conference, Polis laid the founda- 
tion for Wednesday’s hard closure, 
telling the public: “While it’s possi- 
ble that schools may return this 
year, it’s increasingly unlikely.” 
Scores of school districts across 
the state already shuttered, choos- 
ing to extend existing spring 
SCHOOLS » 8A 
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uses hand sanitizer Wednesday before eating a snack provided by 


Hoffman Library, part of Aurora Public Library, as he and other children from the neighborhood 
play outside the library. The children are out of school because of the COVID-19 outbreak. 


RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post 


Hospital 
beds are 
more 
scarce 


Surge of cases a worry; 
some facilities conserving 
equipment, delaying 
elective procedures 


By David Migoya 
The Denver Post 


The number of hospital beds 
available at any time across Colo- 
rado is, on average, less than one- 
third of the beds authorized in the 
state’s nearly 100 hospitals, ac- 
cording to the latest hospital data, 
raising concerns that an influx of 
patients during a pandemic could 
strain the system. 

“Like numerous states across 
the country, we too are concerned 
about the possible shortage of 
hospital beds,” said Gabi John- 
ston, spokeswoman for the Colo- 
rado Department of Public Health 
and Environment. “We periodi- 
cally survey hospitals on bed 
numbers and supplies, but those 
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‘Treasury proposal: 
$500B to Americans 


By Andrew Taylor 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» By a sweeping 
bipartisan tally, the Senate on 
Wednesday sent President 
Donald Trump a $100 billion- 
plus bill to boost testing for 
the coronavirus and guaran- 
tee paid sick leave for millions 
of workers hit by it. But law- 
makers and the White House 
had already turned their focus 
to the administration’s far big- 
ger $1 trillion plan to stabilize 
the economy as the pandemic 


dividuals and businesses. 

Details on Trump’s eco- 
nomic rescue plan remain 
sparse — and it’s sure to grow 
with lawmaker add-ons — but 
its centerpiece is to dedicate 
$500 billion to start issuing di- 
rect payments to Americans 
by early next month. It would 
also funnel cash to businesses 
to help keep workers on pay- 
roll as widespread sectors of 
the $21 trillion U.S. economy 
all but shut down. 

In a memorandum, the 
Treasury Department pro- 


BUSINESS 


WALL STREET 
EXTENDS ITS FALL 


Wall Street plunges again as 
investors seek cash, wiping out 
almost all the gains it has made 
since Donald Trump became 
president in 2017. »15A 


Polis announces relief 
fund, seeks donations 


By Sam Tabachnik 


teer services, nursing home 


NATION 


SANDERS RETHINKS 
PRESIDENTIAL BID 


Sen. Bernie Sanders reassesses 
the future of his presidential bid 
after his latest round of primary 
losses against Democratic 


and Alex Burness 
The Denver Post 


Gov. Jared Polis on Wednes- 
day announced a new state- 
wide relief fund for those in 
need during the novel corona- 
virus outbreak, urging corpo- 
rations and regular citizens to 
donate as Colorado battles se- 
rious economic, social and 
health shortfalls spurred by 
the virus’ spread. 

The Colorado COVID-19 
Relief Fund — which started 
with $2.8 million — will go to- 


and homeless shelter staffing, 
cleaning supplies and helping 
struggling workers, families 
and small businesses to help 
“weather the storm” of coro- 
navirus, Polis said at a news 
conference. 

People can go to helpcolora 
donow.org to donate money 
or their volunteer time. 

The Denver Broncos have 
pledged $500,000 toward the 
fund, while scores of other 
companies indicate they’re 
following suit. 

“We really hope that the 


threatens financial ruin for in- CONGRESS » 19A candidate Joe Biden. »18A ward medical supplies, volun- FUND »8A 
INSIDE Business »15-17A | Comics »5-7C | Lottery »2A | Obituaries »21A | Sports »11-14A a #8%MediaNews Group NEWSPAPER LU MN) 
(o) 6 


